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Concerns raised on Harbor Area Planning Commmisioners

possible conflict of interest on Ponte Vista project.
Neighborhoods Councils await ruling from Los Angeles City Attorney

Here we go again. Yet another Ponte Vista hearing.

This one is important. It is at the Warner Grand at 4:30 PM on Wednesday, November
18th, before the Harbor Area Planning Commission.

The trouble is, three of the five members of the Commission have already made up their
minds. While all are fine persons, they are not impartial on this project and should
recuse themselves..

Commissioners Camilla Townsend and Joeann Valle are the CEOs of two local
Chambers of Commerce. Both Chambers have endorsed the project. In addition, the
Chair of the San Pedro Chamber, John Ek [Townsend’s boss], is a paid lobbyist for Ponte
Vista. Ms. Townsend has personally drummed up support for the project from local
groups as part of her paid work. Ms. Valle has also been actively supporting the project.
In fact, she is a member of Ponte Vista’s Advisory Board.

The third Commissioner, Gloria Lockhart, is the President and CEO of a local nonprofit
organization in San Pedro that has received major contributions from Ponte Vista. Ms.
Lockhart has appeared at previous hearings, complete with big “Ponte Vista Supporter”
sticker, and spoken in favor of the project.

We deserve better. We deserve an impartial Commission. Los Angeles ethics rules say
that a Commissioner should step down where the public might be reasonably concerned
about their impartiality.

By now, these three commissioners should have recused themselves or the Mayor should
have instructed them not to participate. Because this hasn’t happened, the Coastal San
Pedro Neighborhood Council and several board members of the Northwest San Pedro,
Central San Pedro, and Harbor City councils have asked the City Attorney to rule on the
matter.

We are still waiting for a ruling. We haven’t heard from the Mayor either.

The three Commissioners should do the right thing and not participate in the hearing on
November 18th.

Bruce Horton, San Pedro

Lucie Thorsen, Rancho Palos Verdes
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