
Ponte Vista stirs up more dust, debate
For 33 years, I have commuted on Western Avenue from 

Palos Verdes Drive North to 25th Street to my job and 
family, surviving detours and dust pollution with 
construction of Air Force housing, the Gardens, Strath-
more townhomes and the Terraces, sinkhole repairs and 
funeral processions. Displaced rodents also become a 
surrounding neighborhood problem during construction.

San Pedro is a Peninsula port town. Parking and con-
gestion in San Pedro will drive shoppers but of town, not 
bring them in. No one seems to be addressing the neigh-
boring towns' needs for increased law enforcement or 
street upkeep (Lomita, Rolling Hills, Torrance). How will 
they pay for more sheriff's deputies/police, signal lights 
and road repairs? Will business tax revenues really be 
enough?

The multimillionaire Ponte Vista developer has been 
seducing the community with free luncheons and dinners, 
also donations to local charities. Bob Bisno promises 
improved transportation. Are naive San Pedrans being 
blindsided? In the end, there will be no affordable middle-
income housing. Will Bisno, who refuses to live here, leave us 
with the chaos, increased population and expenses?

Will someone please tell me why I am not allowed to 
rebuild an R-l lot with a four-story, six-unit condo 
building? Am I not wealthy enough to seduce someone in 
downtown L.A. to change the zoning for me? In 10 years, 
will that naughty person in the Los Angeles Planning 
Department who changes the zoning for Bisno be 
exposed and punished, yet our port town will be left with 
the impact? Single-family housing developments like The 
Cape, Enclave and Bay Watch put many affordable homes 
in an R-l zone within a gated community in San Pedro. 
Bisno could — should — do the same. Or will greed allow 
him to "buy re-zoning"?

— NANCY URSICH-CASTIGLIONE
Harbor Pines


